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Gentlemen/Mesdames: rlCEOFTHESECHEI’ixﬁy

As a minister and a teacher, my husband and | share grauve concerns
about the quality of programming available to chiidren and youth today.

Both the violence it portraus and the lack of realitu in the information it
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When | see how many hours each day children spend indoors each
day with television and computerized games, and when | hear little talk
from them except about TU shows like Mutant Ninja Turtles and other
exciting make-believe heroes, | sense they are not developing their own
imaginations or building reservoirs of information about the real world.
Rather, their minds dwell on violent heroes and assault and destruction as
the normal way of dealing with life situations. Is it any wonder that we
have young children destroying school property for no other reason than
it is something to do? Many children's programs teach conflict resolution
only with fists and weapons; being sensitive to the ideas and needs of
other people is not a priority.

We feel that there must be incentives provided, and perhaps limits
imposed, by the FCC to the networks and developers of TU programming
for greater variety of programs suitable for children and youth--more
programs geared to problem-solving, learning skills for relating to other
people, information about the world around them, newscasts which give
the good things happening as well as the bad, and more creative, educa-
tional programming about science, history, government, and survival
skills, etc. Perhaps a direct ratio of the time spent for worthwhile TV and
videas to the fantasy-type programming would inspire networks and
sponsors to expand their thinking.

Please look around at the violent, unrealistic generation we are
raising, and at the concerns of families for their children, when you
consider ways in which to improve television.



